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SHELTON, A. C
Born, Oregon

A. C. Slielton, whose business (he's in
the photographic manufacturing industry)
is also his avocation, is off again tak
ing pictures along the rocky coast of
Maine, and collecting material for his
new book, Down to the Sea in Maine,
which Duttons are publishing in early
1942. Mr. Shelton is a Californian who
was educated at the University of Cali
fornia and the University of Oregon. He
is now in business at Arlington, Mass. His
first book, Newfoundland: Our North
Door Neighbor, published earlier in the
year, offers a collection of superb photo
graphs and running commentary about one
of America's most fascinating vacation
lands, as well as a country which is be
coming of increasing importance as a
Defense Frontier.

September 16, 1941

Mr.
c/o
300
Hew

A. C. Shelton
E. P. Dutton and Company
Fourth Avenue
York, New York

Dear Mr. Shelton s
Having just learned of your book, DOWN TO THE
SEA IN MAINE, which we understand will be published
early in 1942, we hasten to express our good wishes
for the success of this work.
Naturally we look
forward to its publication with eagerness, and we
are certain that it will prove to be a volume of
beauty as well as utility.
You may be interested to know of the Maine
Author Collection.
It is an exhibit of about a
thousand volumes, written by people born in or
connected with the state, or who have written about
Maine.
These books are inscribed presentation
copies, and form a fascinating display of this
staters contribution to literature.
Although we realize regretfully that you cannot
be claimed as a Maine-born author, it may be that you
are amenable to adoption, as have been so many
wirters, such as Ben Ames Williams, Laura E. Richards,
Booth Tarkington, Rachel Field, Alfred Loomis, and
others.
If you are interested in this project, we shall
be most happy to include an inscribed copy of DOWN
TO THE SEA IN MAINE; and meanwhile you have our
earnest wishes for a successful completion of the
work, and an enthusiastic reception for the book.
Very truly yours
MAINE STATE LIBRARY
BY
hmj
Encl—1

SECRETARY

A. C. SHELTON

370 Park Avenue, Arlington, Mass.

October 14, 1941

Mrs. 7. VI. Jacob, SecretaryMaine State Library
Augusta, Maine
Dear Mrs. Jacob:
"lease pardon my delay in acknowledging yours of
September 16. Your letter arrived during my absence
and this is my first opportunity to write you. Thank
you for your good wishes with reference to "DO"N TO
THE SEA IK MAIKE" which is scheduled to appear about
May, 1942.

I trust the finished product may live up to our hopes
and expectations, - we have done our best to present a
faithful and rather strikingly scenic pictorial record
of typical Coast of Maine scenery.
If you do not already know, you will be interested in
knowing that the introductory text is being done by
Mr. Robert P. Tristram Coffin. I would be very glad to
have you give me further information as to what is neces
sary in connection with the inclusion of al inscribed
copy of "DOWN TO THE SEA IN MAINE". I would, of course,
be very prlad to present a copy of the book for this pur
pose but do not know what other details may be necessary
in connection therewith. 1 ill you advise me.
I certainly am deeply interested in the State of Maine
and all that pertains to it. Having been born and raised
on the extreme opposite coast, I think the Coast of x laine
means more to me than any other part of the east^because
I find in every rocky headland, something to remind me
of my own Oregon coast. You can rest assured, I would
be very amenable to adoption, - as you put it.
If this volume is reasonably successful, 1 am contemplat
ing a second companion volume, also on Maine about which
I will probably have further details later though this is
an idea which as yet is in the formative stage only.
Thanking you for your letter, I am

October 21, 1941

Mr. A. C. Shelton
370 Park Avenue
Arlington, Massachusetts
Dear Mr. Shelton:
You are very kind to write such a friendly
reply to our letter.
The more we learn about
your "book, the moire certain we become that it
will prove a delightful volume.
We shall order
it, of course, for the lending section of our
library -- this copy from a bookseller; we are
not troubling you with that detail.
As for the Maine Author Collection, your
responsive inquiry lends it a bit of the air of
a secret societyI
It is, simply, an exhibit.
The qualifications are connection with Maine, by
birth, residence, or subject matter of a book.
Your book seems to be completely about Maine,
and that is why we wrote to you.
The books are
inscribed and presented for this purpose; and
although that statement may label us as grasping,
we assure you that it is a "wofcthy cause."
The
books are not lent (the copy we referred to above,
of your DOM TO THE SEA IN MAINE, will be lent,
but not the exhibit copy), and they are on permanent
display in the State Librarian1s office.
Many visitors call here, especially in the
summer, and the interest in the collection is great.
It is the only place in the state where the books of
all Maine wirters are gathered together; and the
generosity and cooperation of our authors, and the
steady increase in the size of the collection, the
genuinely high quality of literature represented, and
the appreciation of those guests, students and
researchers who see the books, are truly inspiring.

Mr. A. C. SheIton
October 21, 1941
-2-

The news that a second companion volume may
later he available is good, indeed, and we shall
watch for its publication.
What you say about the similarity of Oregon
and Maine has been remarked upon before.
We
understand that Oregon is the most like New England
of any western state* and it is our good fortune
that this is so in your easel
When DOWN TO THE SEA IN MAINE is published, we
shall hope that an .inscribed gift copy will find its
way to us.
Until then, we shall quietly, but eagerly,
anticipate the date.
Very truly yours
MAINE STATE LIBRARY
BY
SECRETARY
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April 25, 1942

Mr# A. C. Shelton
570 Park Avenue
Arlington, Massachusetts
Dear Mr. Sheltoa*
;; tv ' coto TO THE SEA IN MAINE is the most
beautiful book we've seen in months1
You
have gathered into an attractively bound
volume ,some-of the loveliest pictures of this
coast that anyone has ever produced, we feel
certain; and we. are mbre than delighted that
someone loves and appreciates the Maine
coast has been able to express his feeling
so wonderfully in photographs.
The perceptive readers who acquire your
book will enjoy dividends on their purchase
for years and years, for this is beauty that
is unfading.
We are, as we perhaps mentioned
previously, ordering the book (through our
regular book dealer) for the lending section
of the library; and we shall not be surprised
to see it become a leading "gift" book.
Thank you very much for the presentation
copy, and also for your splendid inscription.
You are to be congratulated upon the achieve
ment of this outstanding book, upon your evident
skill and artistry.
We are already eager for
the companion volume which you contemplate I
Very truly yours
MAINE STATE LIBRARY
BY
hmj
Encl—3$zf postal refund

SECRETARY

